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The Land Development Engineers Group hosted its annual two day forum in March this 
year. It was held at Rydges Hotel in Wellington. The theme for the forum this year was ‘3 
Waters – Modern Thinking’ and a variety of speakers from the water industry were present.  
 

Day One 
 

Sue Ellen Fenelon from the Ministry for the Environment started the day and spoke about 
value of water, the National Policy Statement (NPS) for Freshwater Management and   the 
national objectives for freshwater. Speakers also included Keith Wooley and Tim Strang 
from Wellington Water. Keith spoke about pipe relining technologies that they are 
investigating for use in water supply pipes to improve the resilience of Wellington’s water 
supply and Tim spoke about development of Water Sensitive Urban Design approaches for 
use in Wellington.  
 

 



 

There were also speakers from Hynds Pipe Systems NZ about stormwater management 
systems and the New Zealand Fire service about the use and implementation of the Fire 
Fighting Code of Practice, both talks sparked a variety of questions from the audience. Jim 
Bradley and Christine McCormack from MWH presented on the topics of water legislation 
and global best practice examples for integrated water.  
 
Finally, we had a presentation from Steve Hewland about New Zealand’s first large scale 
‘Net Zero Energy Development’ development in Glenorchy, a small settlement at the 
northern end of Lake Wakatipu. Called the Glenorchy Market place it is a project 
implementing a diverse range of the new sustainable technology including water and waste 
water systems to ensure that they achieve their accreditation for generating as much energy 
as they use. 
 

The papers from the first day are available on the IPWEA website.  
http://www.ipwea.org/communities/community-

home/librarydocuments?communitykey=1c3aa3c1-7a38-4fd6-ac89-

038aff81eb5b&tab=librarydocuments 

Day Two – Field Trip 
 

The day started clear and fine, perfect for a road trip. First stop was the GNS Science Isotope 
Laboratory in Gracefield.  Staff took participants on a tour of the lab and showed us all the 
‘top secret’ materials work that they are undertaking. A scrumptious morning tea was 
provided and then we heard from  Engineering Geologist Sally Dellow, Earthquake 
Geologist, Rob Langridge and Natural Hazards Planner and Policy Researcher, Wendy 
Saunders. The presentations again sparked lots of interest from the audience. A big thank 
you to GNS Science for hosting this visit. 
 
Following the visit to GNS Science, the bus headed to Crofton Downs to the Silverstream 
Terraces subdivision off Silverstream Road in northern Wellington. The developer gave a 
guided tour of the site and answered a variety of questions. 
 
Clare Hamilton, one of the LDEG Committee members has put together a short video 
showing the highlights of the forum – view here 
 

Next Year’s Forum 
 

The forum is an annual event, usually held in March and a great opportunity for 
Development Engineers from around New Zealand to get together to network and share 
their experiences with their peers. If you are interested in presenting at or sponsoring the 
forum next year you can contact Jacqui Carroll from IPWEA at jacqui.carroll@ipwea.org 
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